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This paper analyzes the character creation and singing of “I
want to see you like this” from the musical Mulan

Wei Luo
Hainan University, Haikou, Hainan, 570228, China

Abstract

The musical ‘Mulan’ is rooted in Chinese traditional culture and reinterprets the classic story of Mulan taking her father’s place in the
army through modern artistic techniques. This paper focuses on the core aria’ I Want to See You Like This ‘from the musical’ Mulan,
‘analyzing it in the context of the musical’s creation, character analysis, and vocal practice. The analysis is conducted from two
perspectives: the portrayal of dramatic characters and vocal performance techniques. By examining the musical structure, emotional
layers, and vocal techniques of this aria, the paper reveals how the melody design and stage performance shape the complex
personality of Princess Baidan. It also explores the innovative significance of this work in the integration of Chinese and Western
musicals. The study finds that the piece uses a simple musical structure, operatic rhythm, and modern harmonic language to create
a dramatic tension in the character’s inner journey from restraint to eruption, providing valuable insights for the creation of national
musicals.
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