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The traditional connotation and modern turn of Chinese
painting “splash ink”
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Chenzhou Calligraphy and Painting Academy, Chenzhou, Hunan, 423000, China

Abstract

When ink droplets on Xuan paper are freely spread by water, this art form known as ‘splash-ink’ has, since its inception, embodied
the ultimate questions of Chinese literati about the way of nature. In an era of coexisting multiculturalism, rethinking the traditional
essence and modern transformation of splash-ink art not only involves a theoretical review of the art itself but also reflects on the
profound issue of how traditional culture can be creatively transformed in the modern art world. This article delves into the ‘splash-ink’
technique in Chinese painting, tracing its traditional connotations, analyzing its close relationship with philosophical and aesthetic
concepts across different eras, and exploring the cultural spirit it embodies. Building on this, the article discusses the unique charm
and significant value of splash-ink art in its inheritance and development from multiple perspectives, including technical innovation,
conceptual innovation, and aesthetic expansion, offering a new perspective on the evolution of Chinese painting.
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