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Exploring the protection path of folk belief from the perspective
of intangible cultural heritage—Take Wuzhou Longmu belief
as an example
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Abstract

Folk beliefs in our country are diverse and play a crucial role in social governance. However, with the development of the times,
many folk beliefs are experiencing a decline. Folk beliefs are closely linked to intangible cultural heritage (ICH), and their ‘ICHization’
offers new opportunities for the development of folk beliefs. The belief in the Dragon Mother is a widely spread and deeply
influential folk belief in the Xijiang River Basin. Wuzhou is the birthplace and core dissemination area of this belief. The issues
encountered in the protection of the Wuzhou Dragon Mother belief are typical and representative. Using the Wuzhou Dragon Mother
belief as a case study, this paper analyzes its current status based on the concept of ICH protection and explores protection paths
such as holistic protection, strengthening living inheritance, enhancing interpretation and dissemination, and parallel protection and
management, to promote the effective protection, inheritance, and development of folk beliefs.
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