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Study on the principle of “art according to material” and
stone characteristic adaptation strategy in Yueyan carving

Ronggen Pan
Shaoxing Laomao Carving Studio, Shaoxing, Zhejiang, 312030, China

Abstract

As a renowned traditional Chinese inkstone, Yueyan is celebrated for its unique stone quality and exquisite carving techniques. With
the evolving times, traditional craftsmanship now faces dual challenges of preservation and innovation. The carving of Yueyan stones
presents a particularly pressing issue: how to better integrate stone characteristics with the traditional principle of “artistic adaptation
to material” while maintaining craftsmanship integrity, thereby revitalizing this heritage in contemporary times. This paper explores
the “artistic adaptation to material” principle in Yueyan carving, analyzes the stone properties of Yueyan stones, and examines
corresponding adaptation strategies. Through examining stone selection, design concepts, and carving techniques in Yueyan carving
processes, this study reveals how to fully leverage stone characteristics and apply the “artistic adaptation to material” principle
to create high-quality, artistically valuable Yueyan works. The findings provide theoretical support and practical guidance for the
inheritance and development of Yueyan carving techniques.
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