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Study on the influence of different characteristics of wood
root materials on root carving techniques
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Abstract

Root carving art constitutes a vital component of traditional Chinese craftsmanship, where artistic outcomes are deeply rooted in the
physical and chemical properties of specific root materials. Taxus chinensis (Yabei) wood, frequently used in root carving, exhibits
unique characteristics including dense oiliness, intricate twisted grain patterns, abundant scar marks, and distinctive aromatic
qualities. These features significantly influence technical choices, tool selection, and surface treatments in root carving. Through
comparative analysis with common materials like boxwood and camphor wood, this study reveals how Yabei’s characteristics shape
carving techniques and proposes the creative philosophy of “crafting according to material characteristics”.
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