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A musical ethnography of the “Tujia People’s Crying
Wedding Performance” in Enshi Daughter City

Yuechen Bao

Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, 010022, China

Abstract

“Crying at the wedding” is a traditional marriage custom widely existing among multiple ethnic groups such as the Han and Tujia. It
refers to the ritual activity of crying and singing performed by the bride when she gets married. Before getting into the flower-laden
sedan chair, a woman’s crying at the wedding was once an indispensable and unique ritual in old-fashioned weddings. This article is
precisely a musical ethnography written based on the “Crying at the Wedding” performance of the Tujia Girls’ Town in Enshi that the
author watched. Starting from the history of “crying at the wedding”, then through the specific analysis of “folk performances”, and
finally combining the theories one has learned, this paper discusses the description of Enshi Tujia’s Daughter Town, a local tertiary
industry, and discusses how the Daughter Town can be used as an exploration of folklorism in the local area.
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