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On the Construction and Contradiction of Painting Value
Status in The Records of Famous Paintings Through the Ages

Wenxin Zhang
Beijing Normal University, Jinzhong, Shanxi, 030602, China

Abstract

In his treatise *Records of Famous Paintings Through the Ages*, Zhang Yanyuan constructed the value and status of painting from
two perspectives: historical origins and practical functions. Regarding its historical roots, he posited that calligraphy and painting
share a common origin, tracing their lineage back to the era of the *River Chart* and *Luo Chart*, thereby imbuing painting with
sacred significance. Concerning its social role, he emphasized painting’s practical functions in moral instruction and political
governance. This theoretical framework significantly elevated the intrinsic value and status of painting, endowing it with spiritual and
ontological support. However, Zhang Yanyuan’s conceptual distinctions between “tu” (pictorial elements) and “hua” (paintings), as
well as between literati painting and court painting, contained flaws that undermined his theoretical coherence.
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