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On the directorial creation of Wagner’s opera “The Valkyrie”
produced by the National Centre for the Performing Arts—
Based on the theory of “holistic art”
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Abstract

Richard Wagner’s concept of the “Gesamtkunstwerk™ (total work of art), proposed in the 19th century, aimed to eliminate the
boundaries between artistic disciplines in stage production by integrating music, poetry, drama, and visual elements. This approach
sought to achieve a unity of sensory and spiritual experience during performance while serving the construction of national
consciousness within a specific historical context. Although the concept emerged before the establishment of the modern director
system, it laid a transcendental foundation for the director’s role as the central figure in integrated artistic practice in stage creation.
This paper examines the contemporary practice of the “total work of art” through the lens of the National Centre for the Performing
Arts’ new 2025 production of *Die Walkiire*. Director Davide Livermore transforms this classic opera into a contemporary “total
theater” that integrates technology, culture, and emotion through the use of multimedia visual systems, automated spotlight tracking
technology (ZacTrack), and cross-cultural creative strategies. The study argues that in the contemporary context, the “organic unity”
pursued by Wagner’s “total work of art” is not outdated but has evolved into a complex organizational logic led by the director and
collaboratively constructed through heterogeneous media. Livermore’s practice not only represents a high-level reinterpretation of the
classic text but also serves as a powerful demonstration of the enduring vitality of the “total work of art” concept in the digital age.
Furthermore, it offers a new paradigm for the global dissemination of Chinese stage technology within high-end artistic productions.
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