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On the Differences in Screenwriting between Wang Shifu and
Dong Jieyuan’s “The Romance of the Western Chamber”
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Yongji Puji Temple, Taiyuan, Shanxi, 030000, China

Abstract

The Romance of the Western Chamber”, as a classic work in the history of ancient Chinese literature, traces its origin back to Yuan
Zhen’s legendary novel “Biography of Yingying”. During the evolution from novel to opera, the Jin Dynasty Dong Jieyuan’s “The
Romance of the Western Chamber in Various Keys” (abbreviated as “Dong’s The Romance of the Western Chamber”) and the Yuan
Dynasty Wang Shifu’s “The Romance of the Western Chamber Waiting for the Moon” (abbreviated as “Wang’s The Romance of the
Western Chamber™) are two landmark versions. As the pinnacle of the literary genre of various keys, Dong’s The Romance of the
Western Chamber for the first time transformed the “initial chaos and final abandonment” of “Biography of Yingying” into “talented
scholars and beautiful women finally become a couple”, laying the foundation for the creation of Wang’s The Romance of the
Western Chamber. Wang’s The Romance of the Western Chamber, on the basis of Dong’s The Romance of the Western Chamber, has
undergone artistic re-creation and become the masterpiece of Yuan Zaju. Although both tell the story of love between Cui and Zhang,
there are significant differences in their screenwriting concepts, structural forms, character shaping, and language styles. These
differences reflect the characteristics of literary genres of different times and the division of artistic pursuits of creators.
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