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The Mongolian ritual of cutting a baby’s hair and its musical
performance
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Inner Mongolia Normal University, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, 010022, China

Abstract

The ritual of cutting the fetus is one of the most important and distinctive folk activities in the life of the Mongolian people in Alxa.
“Nari” is also a kind of folk ritual of the Mongolian ethnic group. It is an activity formed by people in a specific time and space in
folk customs, and it is also a specific mode presented by human behavior as the external manifestation. In the ritual of cutting a baby’s
hair, the music is manifested through specific symbolization, meaning and symbolic functions, rather than being the music itself alone.
Ritual music is a type of music that emerges and develops along with folk activities and ritual contents. It reflects the specific values of
the group, is associated with their specific folk customs and behavioral norms, and is used as a folk symbol in rituals. In the course of
changes in practice, people are constantly interpreting and rebuilding traditions with the resources available at present.
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