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The rock paintings in the Hexi Corridor are a dynamic proof
of the communication and integration of the Chinese nation

Yihan Wang
Northwest Minzu University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730030, China

Abstract

As a significant cultural heritage along the Silk Road, the Hexi Corridor rock art systematically documents the production, religious
beliefs, and cultural interactions of multiple ethnic groups-including the Xiongnu, Xianbei, Tibetan Empire, Uighur, and Mongols-
from the Neolithic Age through the Ming and Qing dynasties. Unlike rock art in regions like the Helan Mountains and Yin Mountains,
its unique value lies in its location at the convergence of agricultural and nomadic civilizations, showcasing distinct cultural
hybridity. These rock paintings not only vividly recreate ancient social life but also serve as tangible evidence of the Chinese nation’s
grand historical transition from “diversity” to “unity.” They provide crucial insights into the inclusive and unified nature of Chinese
civilization throughout history.
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