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Abstract

As a highly symbolic decorative motif in traditional Chinese visual culture, cloud patterns originated from the abstraction and
generalization of natural clouds and mist. Evolving over millennia from the pre-Qin and Qin-Han periods to the Ming and Qing
dynasties, they were widely applied across various materials such as bronze, jade, lacquerware, and ceramics. Their cultural
connotations encompass auspiciousness, ascension, and continuity, reflecting both religious beliefs and ritual culture as well as folk
psychology and aesthetic preferences. Entering the contemporary art context, ceramics gradually shed their singular attributes of
“utility” and “decoration,” becoming a sculptural medium that carries conceptual and spatial dimensions. The material properties of
clay, firing, and glaze form a linguistic system that not only provides the physical conditions for the spatialization and dynamization
of symbols but also imparts works with chance and emotional tension. Consequently, cloud patterns have transformed from two-
dimensional motifs into three-dimensional forms and from traditional decoration into contemporary expression in ceramic sculpture.
This paper reviews the historical evolution of cloud patterns, focusing on the linguistic potential of ceramic materials and their role
in contemporary sculptural practice, with selected artist case studies serving as analytical anchors. The research demonstrates that the
revival of cloud patterns in contemporary ceramic sculpture not only preserves traditional cultural memory but also exhibits openness
and generativity through material processes, revealing the enduring value of traditional symbols in modern visual culture.
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