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Abstract

The global media landscape is undergoing a profound transformation toward convergence, with its pathways and forms varying
according to social contexts and national conditions. Taking social network analysis as the core theoretical framework, and
integrating media ecology and convergence culture theory, this study systematically dissects the operations of converged media in
China and the United States. It argues that there are paradigmatic differences between the two nations in terms of the generative
logic, topological structure, key nodes, and relational dynamics of their social networks in converged media. The United States
has developed a “capital-aggregation network™ driven by capital mergers and algorithmic recommendations, characterized by high
centralization and modularity, operating under the logic of market liberalism. In contrast, China has constructed a “system-synergy
network™ guided by administrative integration and strategic coordination, emphasizing closed loops and controllability, deeply
embedded in the modernization of national governance. Through a structural lens of social networks, this paper not only reveals the
inherent mechanisms, strengths, and weaknesses of the two models but also delves into the structural dilemmas they face, such as
the “innovation paradox” and “ecological imbalance.” It offers critical reflections and operational attributions for understanding the
diverse future of global converged media development.
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