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Abstract

This paper focuses on Jia Tanchun, a concubine-born woman in the Red Chamber, and her economic reform initiatives within
the Rongguo Mansion. Through the dual perspectives of institutional economics and historical sociology, it deeply analyzes the
institutional rationality and identity dilemmas behind her ‘opening sources and saving expenses’ measures. The study shows that
Tanchun’s contract system reform, although innovative in reducing transaction costs and improving resource efficiency, was doomed
to fail due to being entangled in the ‘structural violence’ of the patriarchal hierarchical system. Her tragic breakthrough reveals that
under the irreversible historical dilemma of feudal entropy increase, any local improvement cannot save the fate of systemic collapse.
The image of Tanchun thus becomes a unique lens for observing the institutional rigidity and cultural dilemmas of late traditional
Chinese society.
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