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Women and Motherhood under the Gaze of Patriarchal
Society--The Story of “Killing Son to Punish Husband” in
Medea and Its Realistic Significance
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Abstract

Throughout the history of patriarchal societies, women’s roles have been marginalized and stereotyped. However, Medea in ancient
Greek mythology, through her violent act of “killing her son to punish her husband,” reveals female resistance and the erosion of
maternal identity under patriarchal gaze. This paper aims to deeply analyze the complex implications behind Medea’s “son-killing”
act, examining gender roles and power dynamics within patriarchal systems, the fragmentation between maternal identity and
femininity, and the significance of this behavior. By synthesizing historical records, original Greek mythological texts, and literature
on Medea, this study explores the causes of such actions within patriarchal contexts and their crucial implications for contemporary
society’s understanding of women’s status, gender equality, and social justice.
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