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“Vessels carry the way” - a reflection of the spirit of scholars
in traditional Chinese study

Haiyue Sun
Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts, Tianjin, 300000, China

Abstract

The traditional Chinese study is the materialized manifestation of the spiritual world of scholars. It is far more than a practical
place for writing and creation; it is a core cultural symbol that embodies the cultural genes of thousands of years and showcases
the aesthetic concepts of the East. The arrangement of stationery is by no means a casual act; rather, it is a meticulous creation by
scholars to express their aspirations through objects. From the moral implications of brush, ink, paper and inkstone to the spiritual
solace of refined display and elegant play, each object carries profound symbolic meanings, jointly piecing together a “materialized
picture” of the inner spirit of scholars. In addition to realizing their practical value, these artifacts have been elevated to become
a medium for personal cultivation and observing the essence of the Dao, thus enabling the study space to transcend its physical
limitations and reach a spiritual realm of “the integration of Dao and artifacts”.
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