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Face masks and highlights: Female expression and industrial
paradigms in the creation of cinematic pleasure in “Let Me
Shine”

Ying Liu
Lanzhou Petrochemical Vocational University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730060, China

Abstract

Since its premiere on September 26,2025, the web series “Xu Wo Yan Jiao” has become a benchmark for urban romance dramas
through its dual narrative of “masked marriage” and “self-awakening”. Within just one week of release, it surpassed 30,000 views,
establishing itself as a viral success. This study examines the hit series “Xu Wo Yan Jiao”, offering an in-depth analysis. The
female characters stand out with distinct personalities, moving beyond traditional roles to embody independent individuals with
their own aspirations. The protagonists engage in a dramatic interplay between fabricated “masks” and authentic selves, revealing
their humanity’s most compelling facets. The film-like immersive experience is achieved through seamless integration of visual
storytelling and pacing, keeping viewers fully engaged throughout. From pre-production planning to post-release marketing, every
aspect demonstrates industrial-grade content production standards. These distinctive features and contributions provide valuable
insights for developing future premium web dramas.
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