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The Accumulation of Memory and the Imprinting of Belief:
On Temporal Narration in Mixed-Media Painting

Xinyuan Zhang
Harbin Normal University, Heilongjiang, Harbin, 150000, China

Abstract

The source of art lies in the vastness of nature. The author draws upon inner emotional experiences to engage with the natural world,
reflecting on and exploring the realm of the mind with reverence for time. Through the use of simple, natural materials, vivid and
harmonious color expressions, and imagery-infused aesthetic forms, the paintings convey profound seasonal impressions of time,
embodying the spiritual solace bestowed by nature. The series *Time and the Passage of Migratory Birds* examines the enduring
qualities of human belief within the dimension of time. Using migratory birds as a metaphor for human convictions, the work depicts
the river of time through seasonal landscapes. Belief, as a formidable spiritual force, represents steadfast faith and persistent pursuit
of certain ideals, values, or goals—it is a deeply rooted, resilient pillar of the soul. The works fully articulate the artist’s inner world
through symbolic imagery, showcasing the intentionality of objects. This paper will explore how the series employs mixed media to
highlight material language, expressing personal emotional experiences. Starting from the original intent of creation, it embeds the
artist’s emotions into the visual composition.
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