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Preliminary exploration of short-stemmed copper swords
in northeast China, the Korean Peninsula and Japan

Qian Yang
Qiqgihar Cultural Relics Protection Center, Qiqihar, Heilongjiang Province, China 161000

Abstract

Short-stemmed bronze sword is a kind of systematic copper sword with local characteristics in northeastern China. There are many
titles. Different scholars and regions have their own research, such as “Liaoning Bronze Sword”, “Northeast China Bronze Sword”,
“Curved Short Stem Bronze Sword” and so on. As a sword system that is very different from the “Central Plains Bronze Sword”,
the short-stemmed bronze sword has its own origin, development and diffusion path. The short-stemmed copper sword originated
in the Xiaoling River Basin in western Liaoning, and then merged in eastern Liaoning to form more distinctive characteristics, thus
spreading around. Such bronze swords on the Korean Peninsula and Japan have also integrated local culture and gradually formed a
short-stem copper sword with its own characteristics.
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