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Abstract

Jade carvings of the Ming Dynasty, as an important chapter in the history of Chinese jade development, integrate the craftsmanship
of previous dynasties and have unique characteristics of The Times. This article conducts a systematic study on jade carvings of
the Ming Dynasty from four dimensions: historical context, modeling features, craftsmanship system and aesthetic thought. At the
historical context level, the development of jade carving in the Ming Dynasty was deeply influenced by both the court etiquette
system and the commodity economy, forming a production system where official and civilian works were carried out in parallel. In
terms of design, Ming Dynasty jade carving presented a dual style of “thick and simple” and “exquisite and delicate”. Jade belts,
jade pendants and other jade used in the court were strictly regulated The prevalence of auspicious themes in the late period reflects
the influence of citizens’ aesthetic standards. In terms of craftsmanship and techniques, jade carvers in the Ming Dynasty reached
new heights in skills such as inlaid carving, incised line engraving, and chiseling, demonstrating the unique aesthetic of traditional
Chinese jade carving culture.
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