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Abstract

In the contemporary era, marked by deepening globalization and challenges in civilizational dialogue, the Chinese culture of Yuan—
with its philosophical core of “symbiosis and shared karma, harmony and mutual assistance, equality and inclusiveness, cherishing
connections and fulfilling responsibilities, and great compassion for all beings”—offers a meta-language paradigm for civilizational
exchange that transcends Western-centric approaches. This paper traces the roots of Yuan culture in Confucian, Buddhist, and Daoist
classics, examines the historical evolution of the Five Yuan Theory, compares the cultural practices of the Silk Road and the Age
of Discovery, and critiques the theoretical limitations of Huntington’s “Clash of Civilizations” and Habermas’s “Communicative
Rationality.” It argues for the universality and contemporary relevance of Yuan culture as an underlying logic for civilizational
exchange. The study finds that Yuan culture, with its ontology of “dependent origination and emptiness,” methodology of “harmony
in diversity,” and axiology of “great compassion for all beings,” constructs a more inclusive framework for civilizational dialogue,
offering Eastern wisdom to resolve the dilemma of “civilizational clash.”
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