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From “the ancient for the ancient ’to “the ancient new”:
the transformation of Zhang Yu’s calligraphy style

Tao Zeng
Jingdezhen Ceramic University, Jingdezhen, Jiangxi, 333403, China

Abstract

In the Yuan Dynasty, when a minority entered the Central Plains, it was an era of cultural conflicts and contradictions. At this time,
in the field of calligraphy, the literati and officials represented by Zhao Meng put forward the style of retro calligraphy and advocated
the calligraphy thought of fully returning to the Jin and Tang Dynasties, which was positively responded by the calligraphy circle
of the early Yuan Dynasty, and formed a group of retro calligraphers represented by him. In the middle and late period of the Yuan
Dynasty, the reclusive group of calligraphers represented by Ni Zan and Yang Weizhen stepped on the stage of history, and they
advocated “ how to entertain themselves.”The thought of calligraphy, and to form the later secluded book family group, changed
the yuan dynasty calligraphy circle in the early calligraphy style.Zhang Yu learned from Zhao Meng and became a Taoist monk.
Therefore, in calligraphy, he has experienced two calligraphy styles of “retro” and “reclusion” successively, and it is reflected in its
calligraphy style. His Taoist thought and his life experience largely led to the change from the “ancient as the ancient” to the “new in
the ancient”.
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