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The value and limitations of the “Holistic Art” concept in
the creation of national opera directors Take the opera “Red
Sorghum” as an example
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Abstract

This paper examines the value and limitations of Wagner’s concept of “Gesamtkunstwerk™ (total work of art) in the directorial
creation of Chinese national opera, taking the opera Red Sorghum as a case study. Through an analysis of its music composition,
textual adaptation, and stage design, the study explores how the “total art” concept guides the director in integrating various theatrical
elements into a unified audiovisual expression. While the concept significantly enhances the opera’s comprehensive aesthetic quality,
it also reveals inherent cultural and structural tensions, such as conflicts with traditional Chinese aesthetics of suggestiveness and
emptiness, as well as the potential dominance of directorial authority over musical integrity. The paper concludes that directors
of Chinese national opera should critically adapt the “total art” concept, striving to transcend its limitations and create works that
embody both Chinese spirit and contemporary relevance.
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