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Research on the Character Portrayal in Classic Qin Opera
Roles with Flower Faces

Dongxiang Wang
Ningxia Performing Arts Group Qin Opera Theater, Yinchuan, Ningxia, 750000, China

Abstract

As the core opera genre of the northwestern region of China, Qin Opera holds a unique position in the theatrical arts with its powerful
and stirring vocal styles and robust, unrestrained performance style. The huafen (dagger face) role is the most visually impactful
and characteristically dynamic type in Qin Opera’s performance system, embodying a synthesis of singing, acting, and stylized
presentation, which forms the core symbol of Qin Opera art. This study takes native classic Qin Opera works such as *The Case of
Cai Wenji*, *The Flame-Horse*, and *Beheading Yan Liang* as research subjects, analyzing the artistic shaping mechanisms of
huafen characters from four dimensions: role characteristics, stylized language, performance conventions, and cultural symbolism.
The findings reveal that the portrayal of huafen characters in Qin Opera is not a mere replication of singular personalities but
a comprehensive expression of ethical concepts, aesthetic spirit, and regional cultural psychology. Through stylized forms,
conventionalized singing, recitation, acting, and combat, huafen characters achieve the artistic ideal of “expressing the spirit through
form and conveying emotion through voice,” becoming the concentrated embodiment of Qin Opera’s dramatic aesthetics and moral
symbolism.
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