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The IP Code for Revitalizing Intangible Cultural Heritage-A
Study on the Symbol Decoding and Industrial Closed-Loop
Path of Baotou Errentai and Folk Culture

Jie Zhang Haixia Wen
Baotou City Cultural Center, Baotou, Inner Mongolia, 014010, China

Abstract

The revitalization of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) is a core issue in cultural inheritance in the new era, while the construction
of public cultural brand IP is a key pathway for transforming ICH from “static protection” to “dynamic vitality.” This paper takes
Baotou Errentai (a national-level intangible cultural heritage) and traditional Baotou folk customs (such as paper-cutting and dough
figurines) as case studies, exploring the logic and local practice of constructing public cultural IP from five dimensions: symbol
anchoring, content innovation, scene upgrading, industrial closed-loop, and institutional support. The study finds that by tapping into
local cultural genes, integrating modern communication elements, creating immersive experiences, linking industrial ecosystems, and
establishing incentive mechanisms, ICH can be incorporated into people’s daily lives, forming a virtuous cycle of “cultural identity—
participatory co-creation—value transformation.”
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