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Form and Meaning in Gestalt: An Investigation into the
“Concealed Image, Revealed Meaning” Mechanism in the
Aesthetic Perception of Dongba Script
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Abstract

The aesthetic experience of the Dongba script follows a distinctive transformative trajectory, progressing from visual “image
observation” to cultural “meaning comprehension.” This paper uses Gestalt psychology to develop a three-stage model of “image
concealed, meaning revealed,” thereby analyzing the cognitive mechanism underlying aesthetic appreciation. Research shows
that during the “gestalt pressure” stage, perception combines character lines into clear images; introducing cultural context elicits
cognitive conflict, causing the images to fade into the “background.” In the “meaning gestalt” stage, perceptual elements are
reconstructed, enabling deeper symbolic meanings to emerge as a new visual “figure,” while the visual image itself becomes a carrier
of meaning. This cognitive advancement demonstrates that the aesthetic appreciation of Dongba script constitutes a dynamic process
of meaning construction, in which the viewer actively participates, rather than a static interpretation of symbols. This research
provides new perspectives and insights into the aesthetic cognition of intangible cultural heritage and the contemporary dissemination
of cultural symbols.
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