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Abstract

As a typical carrier of Jiangnan watertown culture, the ancient towns in Suzhou possess significant folklore cultural assets. However,
during tourism development, these towns commonly face challenges such as product homogenization and superficial cultural
representation. This study, taking Zhouzhuang Ancient Town as a case and based on the Jiangsu Province College Student Innovation
and Entrepreneurship Training Program Project 2025 (No. S202513984035), employs literature analysis and field investigation to
examine the composition and value of its folklore cultural assets. It constructs a comprehensive evaluation framework characterized
by cultural uniqueness, brand recognition, differentiation, and sustainable development capacity. The research aims to provide
theoretical references and practical solutions for Zhouzhuang and even the broader group of Suzhou ancient towns to achieve a
transformation from “uniform towns” to “each showcasing its unique charm.”
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