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Abstract

The Marrakesh Treaty aims to remove long-standing legal barriers that restrict access to printed works for persons with visual
impairments by establishing mandatory copyright limitations and exceptions, and is widely regarded as a major milestone in global
governance of accessible reading. However, its implementation outcomes have proven to be differentiated across regions and across
different accessible formats. Drawing on empirical research conducted in six European Union countries, this article identifies a
counterintuitive yet policy-relevant finding: compared with persons with low vision, blind readers who read Braille via Braille
embossers report the most significant perceived improvement in access to reading materials, as well as higher level of awareness
of the Marrakesh Treaty. This article conceptualizes this phenomenon as a phase of “format-dependent accessibility”, in which the
initial institutional benefits of the Treaty appear to have disproportionately unlocked the long-suppressed production and use potential
of specific formats—most notably Braille—while simultaneously underscoring the continued irreplaceability of tactile reading in
the context of digital transformation. The article systematically examines the legal transposition and implementation pathways of
the Marrakesh Treaty in the European Union and North America, analyzes how major publishing groups and technology platforms
are reshaping accessible production workflows using artificial intelligence, and further discusses structural challenges such as legal
fragmentation, insufficient interoperability of technical standards, and unequal global distribution of knowledge resources. Finally,
drawing on the characteristics of China’s publishing system and public cultural service framework, the article proposes a China-
oriented development pathway for accessible publishing, grounded in state-led Braille publishing and nation-wide reading services,
supplemented by enhanced accessibility awareness among mainstream publishers and supported by secure and orderly cross-border
exchange mechanisms.
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