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Abstract

As a core artistic technique in Chinese painting for composition and artistic conception, blank space achieved dual elevation in
thought and form within the context of Song Dynasty literati painting. It not only embodies the artistic wisdom of “counting the
white as the black,” but also carries the aesthetic ideal of “clarifying the mind to savor images” from the spirit of literati culture.
Through the integration of natural imagery and spiritual realms, Song Dynasty literati painters elevated blank space from a spatial
technique to a symbolic expression of inner disposition, forming an Eastern aesthetic system of “interplay of reality and void” and
“mutual generation of being and non-being.” This paper explores the philosophical roots, forms, and aesthetic value of blank space
art by examining the interactive relationship between Song Dynasty cultural thought, literati aesthetic mentality, and artistic practice,
analyzing its compositional logic and spiritual orientation in painting creation. The study reveals that the blank space in Song Dynasty
literati painting was not merely a shaping technique but also a manifestation of mental cultivation and harmony with nature, marking
a transformation of painting art from natural representation to spiritual expression, which profoundly influenced the development of
later landscape painting and the formation of Eastern artistic spirit.
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