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Interpretation and Revitalization of the Music and Dance
of the Dunhuang Murals in Tubo
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School of Dance, Northwest Normal University, Lanzhou, Gansu, 730070, China

Abstract

The music and dance murals that existed in Dunhuang during the reign of the Tubo Kingdom are not only visual remnants left by
ancient art, but also living witnesses of the dialogue among multiple ethnic cultures. This paper takes the music and dance images
of the three typical caves, Cave 112, Cave 159 and Cave 237, as the core research object. By carrying out research path activities
such as “image decoding - activation practice - educational inheritance”, and combining the application of interdisciplinary methods
and means, the cultural stratification status of music and dance movements is clarified, and the logical relationship of transformation
from murals to the stage is explored. And a three-dimensional dynamic inheritance mechanism system of “action dictionary - course
experiment - multi-platform performance” has been established, providing a practical solution that can be implemented for the
contemporary revitalization of Dunhuang music and dance.
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