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Abstract

In the context of the living transmission of intangible cultural heritage (ICH) and contemporary artistic innovation, this paper employs
the contemporary translation practice of the dance drama Odes to Heroes as a case study to examine the aesthetic transformation
of ICH dance from folk ritual to theatrical art. In 2006, Yingge dance was inscribed on the first batch of China’s national-level
intangible cultural heritage list, and its cultural genes have undergone creative contemporary translation in the dance drama Odes to
Heroes. From the perspectives of bodily translation, visual translation, narrative translation, and aesthetic characteristics, this paper
analyzes how Odes to Heroes accomplishes the aesthetic transition of ICH dance from folk ritual to theatrical art through innovations
in movement vocabulary, the construction of stage imagery, and the elevation of emotional values. The production retains the ritual
core of Yingge dance—expelling evil and invoking auspiciousness—while activating its contemporary vitality through visual
aesthetic imagery and spiritual reinterpretation, thereby responding to national requirements for enhancing the vitality of performing
arts categories of ICH in protection and transmission efforts, and demonstrating the aesthetic value of ICH dance amid the tension
between tradition and modernity.
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