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On “Painting Should Be Likeness in Form, Like Children’s
Art” — A Case Study of Ni Zan’s Autumn Clearing at Fishing
Village
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Abstract

Su Shi’s core aesthetic proposition of “painting should be likeness in form, like children’s art” established the freehand tradition of
Chinese art, which “emphasizes spiritual resemblance over concrete representation” and “values artistic conception over rigid form.”
The Yuan Dynasty painter Ni Zan’s “Autumn Clearing at Fishing Village,” with its minimalist composition, sparse brushwork, and
desolate atmosphere, stands as a paradigmatic work embodying this aesthetic philosophy. This paper takes “Autumn Clearing at
Fishing Village” as a core case study and analyzes the practical path of Su Shi’s aesthetic thought in specific artistic creation from
three dimensions: “the dissolution of form and the prominence of spirit,” “the expressiveness of brushwork and the projection of
emotion,” and “the creation of artistic conception and the transcendence of spirit.” By examining the composition, brushwork, and
artistic resonance of the work, it explores how Su Shi’s aesthetic ideas are implemented in artistic practice. Simultaneously, through
the mutual verification of the work and Su Shi’s aesthetic propositions, it deepens the understanding of the “dialectical relationship
between form and spirit,” reveals the artistic essence of Chinese literati painting— “conveying spirit through form and unifying form
through intention” —and highlights the resonant value of this aesthetic tradition in contemporary artistic creation.
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