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Research and Exploration on the Creation of Labor themed
QOil Paintings: A Case Study of “Laborer - Urban Backbone”

Ruibo Li
Harbin Normal University School of Fine Arts, Harbin, Heilongjiang, 150500, China

Abstract

Labor themed oil paintings have always been an important component of realistic art. They not only serve the function of reproducing
real life, but also express the spirit of the times, social structure, and the life status of ordinary workers. This article takes my oil
painting “Laborer - Urban Backbone” as the research object, and systematically sorts out the creative process of labor themed oil
paintings from the aspects of topic selection, material collection, picture composition, character shaping, color organization, brush
language, and spiritual expression. Research suggests that contemporary expression of labor themed oil paintings should not be
limited to conceptual praise and typological representation, but should be based on real life experience. Through grasping specific
characters, actions, scenes, and emotions, the works should form an effective unity between realistic concern and artistic expression.
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