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The Body Narratives of Female Characters in the Dance
Drama “The Actress”

Yue Yang
Beijing Dance Academy, Beijing, 100080, China

Abstract

The dance drama “The Actress” was adapted by choreographer Wang Yabin based on the same-named novel by Bi Feiyu. This
drama uses body narrative as its core means, integrating traditional opera formulas with modern dance language to tell the life of the
popular Peking Opera actress “Xiao Yanqiu” in the 19th century 80s. It deeply explores the issues of female identity predicament and
subjectivity construction, and completes the contemporary writing of female characters. “The Actress” combines body language with
new media technology based on the minimalist principle of “less is more”, simplifying the complex dramatic logic in the original
novel into the expression of body and emotions. Through the philosophical proposition of “life dedication”, it triggers a universal
reflection on the spiritual predicament of modern people.
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