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The Reference and Transformation of the Light and Shadow
Modeling and Picture Structure of the Hope Style Night Scene
in Oil Painting Creation
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Abstract

Edward Hoppe, as an important representative of 20th century American realism painting, constructs a highly psychological and
narrative visual language through unique light and shadow processing and geometric picture structures in his night scene works. The
Hope style night scene not only presents a modern experience of urban loneliness and alienation, but also forms a visual grammar
system that can be analyzed and transformed. This article takes Hope’s night scene painting as the research object, analyzes its artistic
characteristics and aesthetic logic from four levels: light and shadow modeling, composition rules, color semantics, and picture
structure, and explores its reference path and transformation strategy in contemporary oil painting creation. By comparing formal
analysis with creative practice, this study reveals how the Hope style night scene generates emotional atmosphere through light color
structure and spatial layout, providing actionable visual resources and methodological inspiration for contemporary oil painting
creation. Research suggests that the inspiration for Hope style night scenes is not a stylistic imitation, but rather an internalization
of its logical and structural awareness, which can be transformed into a narrative and spiritually profound painting language in
contemporary contexts.
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