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Visual Representation of Power and Auspice: The Function
and Significance of Han Dynasty Boshanlu in Court Art

Haowei Chen Jiagen Li

Jingdezhen Ceramic Vocational and Technical College, Jingdezhen, Jiangxi, 333000, China

Abstract

As an important representative of Han Dynasty court art, the Boshanlu was not merely an incense burner but also a visual vehicle
for symbolizing power and expressing beliefs. This paper examines the formal characteristics, decorative language, and contextual
usage of the Han Dynasty Boshanlu to explore how its visual form contributed to the construction of courtly power structures and
the dissemination of auspicious ideologies. The study reveals that the Boshanlu, through its exquisite craftsmanship and distinctive
imagery, materialized imperial authority while employing divine motifs and symbols of auspice to construct a spiritual landscape
within the Han court. Beyond its practical function, it carried profound political and cultural connotations.
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