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Research on the Growth Path of Specialized and Innovative
Family Businesses from the Perspective of Digital Ecology

Mengyi Cao
Department of International Trade and Exhibition Wuli College, Zhejiang, Ningbo, 315104, China

Abstract

This study investigates the impact of digital ecosystems on the growth trajectories of specialized, refined, unique, and innovative
(SRIU) family-owned enterprises. Using a fixed-effects model with annual, industry, and provincial fixed effects, we measure
corporate growth through patent output. The findings reveal that digital ecosystems significantly enhance innovation capabilities in
SRIU SMEs, though this effect varies across patent types—with more pronounced effects on utility models and invention patents.
Regional heterogeneity is evident, showing significant differences in eastern regions compared to western regions, while firm size
heterogeneity remains negligible.
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