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Research on Pingliang Cooperative Industry in the Anti-
Japanese War

Yuewen Wang

Baibao Middle School, Zhuanglang County, Pingliang City, Gansu Province, Pingliang, Gansu, 744699, China

Abstract

During the Anti-Japanese War, Pingliang served as a crucial strategic base in the northwest’s rear area, where cooperative industries
played a unique role in the wartime economic system. This study systematically examines the development, organizational structure,
production activities, and historical significance of cooperative industries in Pingliang from 1937 to 1945 by analyzing archival
documents, local chronicles, and Republican-era economic records. The research reveals that Pingliang’s cooperative industries
primarily took the form of production cooperatives, consumer cooperatives, and credit cooperatives. Under the guidance of the
Nationalist Government’s cooperative policies, these industries alleviated wartime material shortages and promoted local handicraft
development to some extent. However, constrained by factors such as limited funding, outdated technology, and political instability,
the overall scale remained limited and faced numerous challenges. From an economic history perspective, the paper explores the
practical characteristics of wartime cooperative economies in the northwest region, providing a regional case study for understanding
economic mobilization during the war period.
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