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Abstract

Garbage management is a crucial part of improving the living environment and promoting ecological revitalization in rural areas.
This paper takes Y Town as a case study and uses the theory of policy tools to analyze the practical application of three types of
policy tools - mandatory, voluntary, and mixed - in garbage classification management in villages through field interviews and
questionnaires. The research finds that there is a lack of coordination in the use of policy tools in Y Town’s garbage classification
management, specifically manifested as the “last mile” obstruction in the implementation of mandatory tools, insufficient
participation of villagers and limited autonomy of village committees under voluntary tools, and a lack of targeted knowledge
promotion and the absence of market forces in mixed tools. The root cause lies in the imbalance of policy tool combinations,
attributed to difficulties in implementing regulations, the lack of incentive mechanisms, the shortage of village governance resources,
inadequate fulfillment of publicity responsibilities, and the weak participation and supply capacity of market entities. Therefore, this
paper proposes optimization strategies: strengthening mandatory tools by effectively connecting village regulations with higher-
level regulations and implementing responsibilities; activating voluntary tools by improving diversified incentive mechanisms and
empowering village committees; deepening mixed tools by innovating publicity methods and introducing market and social forces;
and simultaneously enhancing the coordinated combination of the three types of tools to maximize policy effectiveness, improve the
garbage classification management system in Y Town, and provide a reference for similar regions.
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