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Abstract

With the restructuring of global climate governance systems and the implementation of the “dual carbon” goals, the international
trade structure is undergoing profound transformation toward greener and service-oriented models. The global environmental
service trade reached $1.25 trillion in 2024, maintaining an average annual growth rate of 6.93% from 2010 to 2018. While sharing
commonalities with traditional goods trade, the operational logic of environmental service trade exhibits significant heterogeneity.
This study transcends simplistic application of classical trade theories by “service-adapting” core principles such as comparative
advantage and factor endowments to deconstruct the current global environmental service division of labor. Through analyzing
China’s competitive positioning in environmental service trade from various theoretical perspectives, the paper proposes development
recommendations based on theoretical revisions to address practical challenges like technical barriers and factor misallocation. The
research concludes that only by combining traditional comparative advantages with newly acquired competitive edges, deepening
model innovation and industry upgrading, strengthening technical standard leadership, improving policy and regulatory safeguards,
and promoting industrial synergy can we gradually establish proactive advantages in the new round of international green rule
competition.
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