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The “Double Faces” of Ba Jin’s Early Creation from the
Manuscript of Miscellany of Sea Journey—Literary Archival
Interpretation in the Exhibition Era

Boren Zhao
Museum of Modern Chinese Literature, Beijing, 100029, China

Abstract

The manuscript of Random Notes from a Sea Voyage, composed by Ba Jin during his journey to France in 1927, stands as the earliest
surviving literary relic of the author, documenting his pivotal transition from “literary dilettantism” to conscious writing. Centering
on the manuscript held by the Modern Chinese Literature Museum and historical materials from the exhibition 4 Rich Mine of
Beauty: Commemorating the 120th Anniversary of Ba Jin's Birth, this study employs close textual analysis, bibliographic collation,
and perspectives from material culture studies to reveal the interplay of private memory and public narrative (termed the “dual faces”)
within the manuscript. It further explores how its unfinished nature and subsequent formalization shaped Ba Jin’s later creative
works. The exhibition narrative underscores the manuscript’s multidimensional value as a medium connecting the author’s life,
textual evolution, and the ethos of his era. Additionally, this paper examines the interpretive logic of literary manuscripts in exhibition
contexts and proposes possibilities for transforming literary archives from static displays into dynamic dialogues in the digital age.
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