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Vertical Placemaking Design Method for Upper-Level
Composite Atriums in Commercial Complexes: A Case
Study of Wuxi Huishan Longfor Paradise Walk
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Abstract

Upper levels in multi-storey commercial complexes are often treated as areas with weakened pedestrian flow. Taking Wuxi Huishan
Longfor Paradise Walk as a case, this paper proposes a vertical placemaking approach for upper-level composite atriums. Through
network continuity, layered visibility, programmatic anchoring, environmental mediation and operational temporality, the upper level
can be transformed into a “second ground” that is accessible, legible, inhabitable and repeatedly activated. The case shows that such
a space is not merely an atrium form or interior theme, but a place produced through the coordination of TOD connection, escalator-
bridge relations, tenant programming, floor-area efficiency, fire safety and structural constraints.
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