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Abstract

In the development history of ancient Chinese political thought, the Tang and Song dynasties were the key stage of the transformation
of the idea of governing the country. This period has experienced both the open and prosperous era of the Tang Dynasty and
the introverted reform of the Zhao and Song dynasties. The thought of governing the country has shown a clear evolution track
with the changes of the times: from the pluralistic pattern of “the integration of Confucianism, Legalism and Taoism, and the
integration of China and foreigners” in the Tang Dynasty, it has gradually turned to the introverted system of “building the country
with Confucianism and Neo Confucianism” in the Song Dynasty. The thought of governing the country in the Tang Dynasty was
characterized by distinct stages, the foundation of “people-oriented compatibility” was laid in the early Tang Dynasty, the “system
integration” reached its peak in the prosperous Tang Dynasty, and Confucianism revived in the crisis in the middle and late Tang
Dynasty; The Song Dynasty took “preventing malpractice” as the core, and established the orthodoxy of Neo Confucianism in the
Southern Song Dynasty after the initial centralized reconstruction and the mid-term reform debate. This evolution not only adapts to
the governance needs of different historical stages, but also shapes the basic paradigm of Chinese traditional political thought.
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