HEFHEOFELK - F08% - £ 148 - 202507 A DOI: https:/doi.org/10.12345/jxffcxysj.v8i14.30147

From “For Him” to “For Self”: The Deep Meaning of
Learning Motivation Shift in the Perspective of Educational
Philosophy
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Abstract

Learning motivation, as the core mechanism driving learning behavior, has always been a key topic in educational research. In
current educational practice, “learning for others” dominates, centered around utilitarian rewards and punishments and competition
logic, which alienates learning into instrumental practice, leading to a deep separation between learners and the origin of knowledge,
as well as the meaning of life. This article, grounded in humanistic educational philosophy, reveals how motivation primacy, through
mechanisms such as quantitative evaluation and performance control, empties learning of its ontological value, thereby leading to
the phenomenon of learning becoming overly competitive and the meaning of life shrinking. It proposes a practical path centered
on “postponing learning motivation” to shift the essence of learning from “learning for others” back to “learning for oneself.”
Simultaneously, it provides a solution for educational reform that combines theoretical depth and practical value.
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