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The far-reaching significance of ideological and political
elements in the education of prisoners
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Abstract

As state penal enforcement agencies, prisons are tasked with crucial functions including punishing and rehabilitating offenders while
maintaining social stability. With the continuous advancement of China’s legal system and evolving social governance concepts,
prison operations have transitioned from purely punitive management to a comprehensive model integrating educational rehabilitation
and humane administration. In this transformation, ideological and political education (referred to as “ideological education”)
has become increasingly vital as the core mechanism for reforming inmates’ values and personality development. This paper
systematically explores the profound significance of ideological elements in prison rehabilitation education, analyzing them through
four dimensions: theoretical foundations, practical needs, implementation pathways, and societal impacts. The study demonstrates
that ideological education not only corrects inmates ‘erroneous perceptions and behavioral patterns but also fundamentally reshapes
their worldviews, life philosophies, and value systems, enabling genuine dual transformations in both mindset and conduct.
Furthermore, ideological education holds long-term strategic value in modernizing prison governance, promoting social harmony,
and facilitating offenders’ successful reintegration into society. The paper concludes with optimization recommendations to provide
theoretical support and practical references for advancing high-quality prison rehabilitation initiatives in the new era.
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