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From “controlling quantity” to “emphasizing learning”: 15 years
of exploration and results of homework reform in compulsory
education in Nanxun District

Yueping Yao Jianfang Shen Haiyan Xu
Nanxun District Education and Teaching Research and Training Center, Huzhou, Zhejiang, 313009, China

Abstract

Nanxun District has actively implemented educational reforms to achieve “reducing academic burden while improving quality.”
Building on the provincial pilot project “Effective Homework Implementation and Teaching Method Transformation,” under the
guidance of provincial and municipal education authorities, the district has consistently focused on homework reform since 2011.
By adopting a dual approach of “school-specific characteristics” and “subject-specific traits,” Nanxun has developed distinctive
operational mechanisms through policy incentives, collaborative alliances, subject-specific training, and research leadership. This effort
has yielded substantial progress in homework reform, achieving phased results that enhance teaching methodologies and educational
standards. The district’s homework reform exemplifies a humble yet insightful, persistent yet dynamic journey, highlighting the
unique value of grassroots educational innovation.
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