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Research on the current situation and evolution trend of
Horqin dialect
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Jining Normal University, Jining, Inner Mongolia, 012000, China

Abstract

This study investigates the current usage and evolutionary trends of the Tushyitu dialect in the Horqin Tu language region through
dimensions of age, occupation, cultural identity, and usage contexts. The research reveals three key observations: 1) Age-related
transmission gaps exist, with elderly speakers maintaining full proficiency while younger generations show declining competence,
and children rarely use the dialect; 2) Occupational differences emerge, where teachers and media professionals emphasize Mongolian
cultural values, civil servants prioritize Mandarin practicality, and other professions face limited dialect usage; 3) Cultural identities
manifest in three categories: adherence to pure Mongolian, preference for Chinese, and acceptance of innovation. Usage contexts
demonstrate dominance of private Mongolian in personal domains, Mandarin dominance in public domains, and mixed Mongolian-
Chinese usage in hybrid settings. Evolutionary patterns show Chinese loanwords permeating technological and daily life domains,
Mongolian functions contracting to private domains, youth adopting pragmatic language attitudes, coexisting cultural integration and
conflicts, and ongoing debates about language mixing phenomena. The findings provide valuable references for the preservation of
the Horqin Tu dialect.
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