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Abstract

This paper explores in depth the pivotal role of sociolinguistic theory in English language teaching, its practical applications, and its
profound impact on enhancing learners’ communicative competence and intercultural awareness. It discusses how sociolinguistics
provides theoretical guidance for English teaching and elaborates on its concrete pedagogical practices. The core objective is to
cultivate students’ sociolinguistic competence—enabling them to adjust their language use according to different contexts, audiences,
and purposes, while understanding the social norms governing language behavior. Furthermore, the sociolinguistic perspective
encourages educators to acknowledge the diversity of English varieties and the phenomenon of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF),
guiding students to broaden their linguistic horizons, develop flexible communication strategies, and strengthen intercultural
sensitivity. Finally, the paper emphasizes that implementing sociolinguistically oriented English teaching requires the creation of
authentic communicative contexts, interactive pedagogy, and reflective learning on language use, along with the selection of materials
that represent linguistic and social diversity. Equally important is the enhancement of teachers” own sociolinguistic awareness and
their professional training in corresponding instructional strategies.
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