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Abstract

Against the backdrop of advancing the “Mass Entrepreneurship and Innovation” strategy and high-quality development of vocational
education, “promoting innovation through competitions” has become a crucial pathway for vocational colleges to cultivate students
‘entrepreneurial capabilities. This study focuses on Dongguan Polytechnic, employing literature review, questionnaire surveys, and
interviews to systematically investigate the impact of innovation and entrepreneurship competitions on students’ entrepreneurial
competencies. It examines the current status, challenges, and optimization strategies of the school’s “competition-driven innovation”
educational ecosystem. The research reveals that innovation and entrepreneurship competitions significantly enhance students’
entrepreneurial knowledge, practical skills, teamwork abilities, and stress resilience. However, existing issues include insufficient
integration of competitions with curriculum systems, inadequate faculty expertise, and imperfect commercialization mechanisms
for competition outcomes. Based on these findings, the study proposes four reform dimensions—curriculum restructuring,
faculty development, and commercialization enhancement—to optimize the “competition-driven innovation” ecosystem. These
recommendations provide actionable references for Dongguan Polytechnic and similar vocational institutions to elevate the quality of
entrepreneurial education.
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