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Abstract

Sports tourism, as an integrated industry of “sports + cultural tourism”, is a key driver for rural revitalization. This study retrieved
relevant literature from 2018 to July 2025 using China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) as the data source. After screening,
820 valid articles were selected and analyzed visually using CiteSpace to map related graphs and identify research hotspots and
frontiers. The results show that the field research has gone through three stages: “germination, rapid growth, and steady deepening”,
which aligns closely with policy and economic development. Collaboration among research entities remains weak, with only
a few core authors forming small teams, and some institutions publishing prominent papers but with limited cross-institutional
collaboration. The clustering of core hotspots is highly effective, with “red sports” and “sports consumption” emerging as frontiers.
The study provides support for policy formulation, institutional cooperation, and industry innovation, facilitating the transformation
of this field towards quality enhancement.
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